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KABL Radio Station 1460 AM
the Paisano Sation
4; ) 5 plays Italian and soothing music from 10AM to 6PM daily
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Salvatore Catalano

It was 1804- the Barbary War. The USS Intrepid sailed into
a friendly port in Sicily. Standing in her bow and at the helm was
young Salvatore Catalano, the Italian pilot. He was returning
from one of the most daring feats in naval history- the planned
destruction of the U.S. warship Philadelphia. The American ves-
sel had been captured by Tripoli and was a serious threat in the
hands of the Enemy.

The previous October, the 38-gun Philadelphia had run
aground pursuing Barbary pi-
rates, and was rendered help-
less, forcing the surrender of
its 200 officers and men. The
Philadelphia now appeared
unapproachable since it was
moored close to the formida-
ble Tripolitan shore batteries.

American Captain Preble determined that the Philadelphia
could be destroyed by a small raiding party of select men. The
risks in reaching the captive ship were great, to be able to blow
it up would be amazing, and to get away from the shore batter-
ies fast enough would be nothing short of miraculous. The mis-
sion called for a cool, resourceful and courageous pilot who
knew the treacherous Barber waters and the Moorish tongue.

Many lItalians, particularly from Sicily and Naples,
worked and fought under the American flag during the Barbary
War. Salvatore Catalano, a Sicilian was among them.

The Intrepid, a small Moorish vessel, left Sicily on Feb-
ruary 3, 1804, with 69 handpicked officers and men, includ-
ing a detachment of " Leathernecks." ( Hence, the second
line of today's Marine Hymn, " To the shores of Tripoli.")
The Intrepid entered the Barbary harbor on the night of Feb-
ruary 16 with Catalano, the pilot, disguised as a Maltese, Lt.
Decatur next to the pilot, and a half dozen crewman - also
on deck in disguise.

The Philadelphia could be seen in the moonlight. As the
Intrepid came within hailing distance of the captive Ameri-
can ship, a sentry on board called out in Tripolitan. It was
the crucial moment. Catalano yelled in the sentry's dialect
saying they were Maltese traders and their anchors had
been torn away in a storm - could they tie up for the night?

The deception went off perfectly, with the Intrepid now
tied to the Philadelphia . Catalano continued to speak with
the sentry as a diversion for the raiding party, who were
quickly aboard the ship. The alarm was sounded: " Ameri-
kani!" but it was too late. Caught by surprise and in panic,
most of the Tripolitans jumped overboard to escape; those
who did not were cut down. Within minutes, the Philadelphia
was blown to smithereens. Catalano was soon steering the
Intrepid out of harm's way. However, it seemed all of Tripoli
was wakened as the big guns at the fort opened up. The
Intrepid took one hit, but not a single man was lost.

For Salvatore Catalano, a new life opened up. The hero
landed in America in 1805, was voted immediate citizenship
and served in the U.S. Navy, rising to the rank of Sailing
Master.
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2005 State Convention in Las Vegas
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Catholic Daughters of America ( ) *
si vede che evidently
will have a Tostada dinner fra poco shortly, in a little while
macche nonsense
at a proposito by the way
San Carlos Cathedral Hall fare caldo to be warm
on a braccetto arm in arm
Sept 24 a Carnevale ogni scherzo vale!
"At Carnival time any joke is
permissible"
from 4:00 to 7:00PM limpermeabile raincoat
il Martedi grasso "fat Tuesday"
. strano strange
for only $6.00/per dinner sbrigarsi to hu?ry
di solito usually
Be courteous to the calling Committee e g‘xghc‘il;“'dd'e of
when they I_eav_e a p_hone message by fino a as far as, until
responding in a timely manner!!! lungo along
specialmente especially
% + forte strong, loud
. . . . felice happy
Ogni medaglia ha il suo rovescio. fuochi artificiali fireworks

Every medal has its other side.

ETA & CIW & CompTIA & Microsoft Certified
CTS& CNST & MCIWA & A+ & Network+ & iNet+ & Server + &MCP

Advertise your business

here for the low price of
$40 helmut schonwal der

Mail: P.O. Box 1390 Monterey, CA 93940
Phone: 831-375-7737
Email: hemut@schonwalder.com

web creations, tutoring, networking and personal
computer solutions by

for the year.

CHARLES DELLA SALA, SR.
REALTOR - PRESIDENT

PACIFIC STREET REAL ESTATE, INC.

799 Pacific Street
Monterey, California 93940

INVESTMENTS
(408) 373-8451

1999hs2000.com INC
1220 N. Market Street, Suite 606
Wilmingotn, DE 19801, USA

Doug Riparetti
Cell: 831-262-2853

Lic. # 638334

Riparetti Roofing Inc.

Serving the Monterey Bay Area

Phone: 831-393-0100
Fax: 831-393-0103

5035 Peninsula Point Dr.
Seaside, CA 93955
prodripper@sbcglobal .net




A ACCURATE
OVERHEAD DOOR

License #525654
GARAGE DOORS & ELECTRIC OPENERS
OWNED BY: FRANK NIGRO Il

(831) 722-1234

PO Box 1234—Watsonville, CA 95077

MARYNINA DicKIE

390 Lighthouse Ave.
Pacific Grove, CA 93950
831-375-4191

fax 831-375-4145

The Paul Mortuary FD-280
The Little Chapel-by-the-Sea Crematory
Monterey Crematory

www.thepaulmortuary.com

ﬁh thepaulmortuary @keystonegroup.com
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